
 

2010-2011 SEASON 
The last one in Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier! 

 

Kent Nagano launches the season with a large-scale free outdoor concert 
featuring Cirque Éloize, Luck Mervil, Dany Laferrière 

and Denis Bouchard, director of the event 
 

Carmina Burana, under the direction of Jacques Lacombe 
Wagner’s Das Rheingold (concert version) to conclude the season 

Concert tribute to Father Emmett Johns (“Pops”) 
David Suzuki joins the OSM for a concert on the theme 

“Beethoven, time and nature” 
Handel’s Messiah conducted by Kent Nagano at Notre-Dame Basilica 

Concert cycles around the works of Gustav Mahler and Henri Dutilleux 
OSM Rush Hour Concerts with Guylaine Tremblay and Louis-José Houde 

 
and great guest artists like 

Anne-Sophie Mutter, Salvatore Accardo, Midori, June Anderson, Marie-Nicole 
Lemieux, Yefim Bronfman, Alain Lefèvre, André Laplante, Nikolai Lugansky, Peter 
Serkin, Mischa Maisky, Mikhail Pletnev, Sir Andrew Davis, Sir Roger Norrington, and 

many others 
 

Montreal, March 1, 2010 (embargo 5 p.m.) – The 2010-2011 season of the Orchestre 
symphonique de Montréal was unveiled today onstage at Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier 
following a performance by Kent Nagano and all the musicians of the Orchestra. The 
music director of the OSM made a point of the historic character of the upcoming 
season, the last to be presented in Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. The OSM will be bidding 
farewell to a site that has been its home since it opened in 1963, and preparing to take 
up residence in its new hall in September 2011. 

“Montreal music lovers have shared countless grand and memorable musical events in 
Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. Distinguished and internationally renowned artists and musicians 
have given this hall meaning, and have many times created a brilliant and moving 
atmosphere,” Maestro Nagano explained. “Without this concert venue, Montreal and its 
orchestra could not have generated such great affection and passion for classical music 
and built this wealth of tradition.” 

The 2010-2011 season will kick off on September 2, 2010, with a free grand-scale 
open-air concert featuring Cirque Éloize, Luck Mervil, Dany Laferrière and Denis 
Bouchard, who will be handling the staging for the event. In the concert hall, regular 
series will begin with Carmina Burana, conducted by Jacques Lacombe. The closing of 
the final season in Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier will consist of a concert version of the Wagner  



opera Das Rheingold under Kent Nagano. Among the roughly 65 performances, a 
number of original concerts will be presented, including a tribute to Father Emmett 
“Pops” Johns and an all-Beethoven program exploring the relationship between time 
and the environment, with special guest David Suzuki. For the holiday season the OSM 
will give two programs (four concerts) at Notre-Dame Basilica, including Handel’s 
Messiah, one of the great traditions of the Orchestra. These concerts will be broadcast 
on Radio-Canada in the framework of a new partnership between the two institutions. 

 

A HISTORIC SEASON: SOME HIGH POINTS 

 

Kent Nagano and the OSM open the season with a free large-scale outdoor concert 
benefiting Haiti. 

 

Kent Nagano and the OSM will be offering the entire Montreal community a grand-scale 
free outdoor concert on Thursday, September 2, 2010. The concert will take place in 
front of the site of the OSM’s new concert hall. In addition to Cirque Éloize, 
participants will include writer Dany Laferrière (winner of the 2009 Prix Médicis) and 
singer Luck Mervil, with whom the OSM has already collaborated. Staging of the event 
will be carried out by Denis Bouchard, who also did stage direction for the OSM concert 
“The Meeting of the Century” on April 2, 2009, at the Bell Centre. Through this event 
the OSM will pay tribute to the courage of the Haitian people and collect voluntary 
contributions from its audience. The money raised will be turned over to a recognized 
NGO operating in Haiti. 

 

Kent Nagano explained: “Our season opening concert is meant as a great open-air 
celebration to which the whole Montreal community is invited. With this symbolic 
gesture we will be marking our appreciation to the audience for supporting us during 
our time in Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. As we are saying farewell to a hall which has served 
us so well, we invite the community to join us next year for this new beginning. This 
concert is also special because it has a social dimension. Having been deeply touched 
by the tragedy in Haiti, we are dedicating our season opening concert to the people of 
this country, whose courage and determination we wish to honor.”  

 

First indoor series concert with Carmina Burana, under the direction of Jacques 
Lacombe 

On September 7 and 12, 2010, the OSM will perform Carmina Burana, a cantata by Carl 
Orff that sets to music a series of medieval poems. Jacques Lacombe, principal guest 
conductor of the OSM from 2002 to 2006 and new music director of the New Jersey 
Symphony Orchestra, will be on the podium for this concert. The OSM will also perform 
a work by Québec composer Jacques Hétu, Sur les rives du Saint-Maurice, and dedicate 
the concert to the memory of this Québec composer, who recently left us. 

 

 

 



Wagner’s opera Das Rheingold (concert version) to conclude the season 

On May 29 and 31, 2011, Kent Nagano and the OSM will perform the Wagner opera Das 
Rheingold in a concert version. The first opera in the tetralogy Der Ring des 
Nibelungen, Das Rheingold follows on the heels, at the OSM, of presentations of 
concert versions of Tristan und Isolde (2007) and Tannhäuser (2008), both of them 
conducted by Maestro Nagano. This concert will wind up the final concert season of the 
OSM at Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier, after an occupancy lasting 48 years. 

 

Concert tribute to Father Emmett Johns (“Pops”)  

On May 2 and 3, 2011, the OSM and Kent Nagano will pay tribute to Father Emmett 
Johns, founder of “Le Bon Dieu dans la rue.” Father Johns has been making his way 
through the streets of Montreal for 22 years, establishing a unique contact with his 
protégés, who bestowed the name “Pops” on him. His mission has grown, with food, 
beds and a day centre promoting social reintegration for young people now being 
offered. The number of youngsters who have sought help of some kind is in the tens of 
thousands. 

The OSM commissioned for the occasion a work by composer Jean Lesage, entitled 
Nocturnes montréalais. The Orchestra will also perform Liszt’s Les Préludes and 
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 9. In addition, virtuoso Yefim Bronfman, who enjoys a 
brilliant career on the international scene, will perform the Piano Concerto No. 2 by 
Liszt, the 200th anniversary of whose birth is being celebrated. 

 

David Suzuki joins the OSM for a concert on the theme “Beethoven, time and 
nature” 

On April 27 and 28, 2011, Kent Nagano will conduct a concert exploring the relation 
between time and the environment. Three works by Beethoven, a great nature lover 
who in his time reflected on the effects of progress, will be performed: Symphonies 
No. 8 and No. 6 (“Pastoral”), and the Grosse Fuge. At this concert the OSM will be 
hosting scientist and environmentalist David Suzuki in the capacity of author and 
narrator of a text in which he will share his reflections on the major environmental 
issues of our time. 

 

Handel’s Messiah conducted by Kent Nagano at Notre-Dame Basilica 

On December 11 and 13, 2010, the OSM will resume one of its great holiday-season 
traditions: Handel’s Messiah, under the direction of Kent Nagano. This concert will 
feature Canadian singers Daniel Taylor, one of the most sought-after countertenors in 
the world, tenor Michael Schade, who took part in the OSM’s cross-Canada tour in April 
2007, soprano Dominique Labelle, known for her interpretations of works by Handel, 
and bass Tyler Duncan. 

On December 15 and 16, 2010, Kent Nagano will conduct another holiday-season 
concert at Notre-Dame Basilica. The concept for the concert has been developed in 
collaboration with the Radio-Canada television service and Espace musique. 

As official broadcaster of the OSM’s 2010-2011 season, Radio-Canada will be airing 
these two great holiday concerts. Handel’s Messiah will also be available on DVD. 



Concert cycles around Gustav Mahler and Henri Dutilleux 

In October, the OSM will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of the birth of Gustav 
Mahler with a concert cycle during which Kent Nagano will conduct Symphonies Nos. 1 
(“Titan”), 5 and 6. One of the most performed of orchestral composers, Mahler 
establishes in his work an essential link between the late nineteenth century and the 
modern era. By the time this cycle ends, Montreal audiences will have heard Kent 
Nagano conduct all the Mahler symphonies. 

The OSM and Kent Nagano, who has collaborated with Henri Dutilleux since the 1980s, 
are paying tribute to this beacon representative of contemporary musical creation in 
France and around the world. Honored on a number of occasions, Dutilleux was the 
recipient in 2005 of the Ernst von Siemens Music Prize, considered the “Nobel Prize of 
music.” On October 5 and 6, 2010, Kent Nagano will conduct Sur le même accord, 
featuring soloist Anne-Sophie Mutter, one of the most accomplished violinists of our 
time, who dazzles audiences and critics alike. On March 27, 2011, the renowned and 
respected American soprano June Anderson will be the soloist in the work 
Correspondances. On May 8, 2011, Kent Nagano will conduct Métaboles and Muss es 
sein? (Must it be?). 

 

Rush Hour Concerts with Guylaine Tremblay and Louis-José Houde 

The OSM’s Rush Hour Concerts are opportunities to hear the Orchestra after work in a 
convivial formula. Everyone is greeted with a glass of wine before discovering the 
classical side of concert guests. These 90-minute concerts, without intermission, begin 
at 6:30 p.m. and are hosted by André Robitaille, who interviews the guests on stage. 

For February 17 2011, actress Guylaine Tremblay has selected a program consisting of 
the first movement from Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto (with Andrew Wan, OSM 
concertmaster), an extract from the soundtrack to the film The Mission and excerpts 
from works by Mozart and Tchaikovsky. 

For May 18, 2011, comedian Louis-José Houde will be the special guest at a concert 
that includes Scott Joplin’s The Entertainer and Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyries. Other 
works and some surprises will be added to the programs of these popular Rush Hour 
Concerts. 

 

Great guest artists 

In addition to the musicians mentioned above, great artists will be visiting the 
Orchestra throughout the season. 

The OSM will be hosting, among others: 

• conductors Mikhail Pletnev, Sir Andrew Davis and Sir Roger Norrington 
• pianists André Laplante (Tchaikovsky’s Concerto No. 1), Angela Hewitt (Bach’s 

Sinfonias), Emanuel Ax (Haydn’s Concerto in D major), Alain Lefèvre (Scriabin’s 
Prometheus: The Poem of Fire and Rachmaninov’s Concerto No. 4), Nikolai Lugansky 
(Schumann Concerto), Jean-Yves Thibaudet (Ravel’s Concerto in G major), Peter 
Serkin (Brahms’s Concerto No. 2) and Stephen Hough (Rachmaninov’s Rhapsody on a 
Theme of Paganini) 

• violinists Midori (Hindemith Concerto) and Salvatore Accardo (Paganini’s Concerto 
No. 4) 

• cellist Mischa Maisky (Dvořák Concerto) 



• contralto Marie-Nicole Lemieux (Brahms’s Four Serious Songs) 
• the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and its music director, Peter Oundjian, as well as 

the Orchestre symphonique de Québec and its artistic director, Yoav Talmi 
• Four OSM musicians will be appearing as soloists: Richard Roberts, Andrew Wan, 

Stéphane Lévesque and Brian Manker. 

 

ESSENTIAL PARTNERS FOR THE OSM 

 

Hydro-Québec renews its sponsorship 

The OSM is pleased to announce that Hydro-Québec, partner of the Orchestra for over 
ten years, has renewed its sponsorship and will be the presenter of the OSM for the 
next three seasons.  

Marie-José Nadeau, Executive Vice President - Corporate Affairs and Secretary General, 
Hydro-Québec said: “Hydro-Québec is very proud of its long-standing association with 
the OSM, largely renowned as one of the best symphony orchestras in the Americas.”  

 

Radio-Canada, official broadcaster of the 2010-2011 season of the OSM 

The OSM continues to develop and deepen its partnership with Radio-Canada. In 
addition to Espace musique, Radio-Canada remains a privileged partner and becomes 
the official broadcaster of the OSM’s 2010-2011 season. In that capacity, Radio-Canada 
will air among other things on its radio and television networks the two holiday-season 
concerts conducted by Kent Nagano in December 2010: “The OSM Celebrates Christmas 
at the Basilica and on Radio-Canada,” and Handel’s Messiah. The latter will also be 
available on DVD later in the season. 

Sylvain Lafrance, Executive Vice-President of Radio-Canada, stated: “At Radio-Canada, 
we firmly believe that the public broadcaster has a key role to play on the music 
scene. By becoming the official broadcaster of the Orchestre symphonique de 
Montréal, Radio-Canada is building on a long-standing partnership with one of the 
country’s most prominent cultural institutions to bring classical music to audiences like 
never before!” 

 

Several other important partners 

The OSM also wishes to thank National Bank, season collaborator, all its other series 
sponsors, such as Air Canada, Panasonic and Fillion Électronique, as well as Power 
Corporation of Canada, Standard Life and Loto-Québec. The OSM also thanks all its 
other sponsors and donors who contribute to the Orchestra's activities and who allow 
the OSM to maintain its level of excellence in every way. 

The government partners of the OSM make an indispensable contribution to the 
operations of the Orchestra. The OSM therefore thanks the Conseil des Arts et des 
lettres du Québec, the Ministère de la Culture, des Communications et de la Condition 
féminine du Québec, the Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil des Arts de Montréal 
and the City of Montreal. 

 



LAUNCH OF THE SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 

The OSM offers enough subscription formulas to satisfy all lovers of music and cultural 
outings, including the younger ones. The public is invited to reserve on-line, on 
osm.ca, or by telephone at (514) 842-9951. 

 

OSM subscribers save: 

• 20% on regular ticket prices 

• 15% on the purchase of any additional tickets (that reduction is 25% for Maestro 
subscribers) 

• 25% on the price of tickets to holiday-season concerts (Handel’s Messiah and “The OSM 
Celebrates Christmas at the Basilica and on Radio-Canada”) when subscribing before 
May 15 

Those 34 and under benefit from outstanding discounts: 

• 1 concert $20 / Mezzanine-contour 

• 3 concerts $45 / Mezzanine-contour 

• 6 concerts $90 / Parterre (Can benefit from subscriber privileges) 

Something new this season: every adult purchasing a regular subscription benefits from 
a discount of 50% on the subscription of a child under 17 for the Musical Sundays 
concert series. 

 

Heading to the new OSM concert hall! 

Subscribers to the 2010-2011 season will be given priority in the assignment of 
seating, and will thus be assured of the best seats in the OSM’s new, world-class 
concert hall. 

Subscribe right away at 
(514) 842-9951 

or on 
www.osm.ca 

 
The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal is presented by Hydro-Québec 

The 2010-2011 season is presented in association with  
National Bank Financial Group 
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