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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2009-2010 SEASON 
A SEASON IN THE MIND OF KENT NAGANO! 

 
 Grand-scale season opener with the spectacular Berlioz Requiem 

 A Beethoven Festival that includes the 9 symphonies in 9 days, the 
participation of Yann Martel and two members of the Beaux Arts Trio 

 Mysteries of Japan: a one-of-a-kind program exploring the culture and 
traditions of Japan conducted by Kent Nagano 

 The monumental Passion according to Saint Matthew by Johann Sebastian Bach 

 The Montreal debuts of the celebrated violinist Christian Tetzlaff and the great 
soprano Karita Mattila 

 The return of exceptional soloists and preeminent conductors: Lang Lang, Vadim 
Repin, Maxim Vengerov, Till Fellner and Sir Andrew Davis 

 Lang Lang in concert with the OSM and in a non-series recital 

 New formula: Rush Hour Concerts at the OSM with André Robitaille, Marc 
Labrèche and Michel Rivard 

 Rivière…et autres chansons symphoniques: Michel Rivard revisits his biggest 
hits in concert with the OSM 

 

MONTREAL, March 23, 2009 — Kent Nagano today unveiled, in the Koko Resto-Bar at the 

Opus Hotel Montreal, the programming for the 2009-2010 season of the Orchestre 

symphonique de Montréal. After the celebrations marking its 75th season, the music director 

of the OSM was eager to expand the traditional repertoire of the Orchestra and present an 

emotion-charged season that melds ground-breaking artistic projects with great classics. 

“It’s now close to three years that I’ve been the OSM’s music director, and my colleagues and I 

are privileged to enjoy the faith in us that the public has demonstrated during that time,” 

stated Kent Nagano. “We would like once again to cordially invite you to our concerts, and ask 

that you bring your expectations, your enthusiasm, your curiosity and your thirst for new 

experiences and unforgettable adventures. We will do everything in our power to offer you 

musical enrichment of the highest quality.” 



From September to May, music lovers will be offered seven concert series: Grand Concerts, 

Panasonic Signature Performances, Air Canada Classical Escapes, Musical Sundays, Symphonic 

Matinees, Children’s Corner and the new formula, Rush Hour Concerts at the OSM. Six non-

series concerts round off the lineup. 

Sixty-two (62) concerts (41 programs) will be presented this season, of which 24 

(16 programs) will be conducted by Kent Nagano. 

Some key moments of the 2009-2010 season: 

   Kent Nagano and Berlioz open the season 

Kent Nagano kicks off the season with a sense of ceremony as Canadian tenor Michael Schade 

and the OSM, enhanced by four brass ensembles as well as its Chorus, perform the spectacular 

Requiem by Berlioz, a contemplative pageant on a tremendous scale. (September 8, 9 and 13) 

 

 Beethoven Festival 

The composer’s complete symphonies will be presented during a Beethoven Festival taking 

place from May 4 to 12, 2010. Besides the nine symphonies, the OSM and Kent Nagano will be 

premiering a unique work to an original text by Canadian author Yann Martel (Life of Pi, 

Booker Prize 2002) accompanied by Beethoven’s ballet music The Creatures of Prometheus. 

Audiences will also enjoy his Triple Concerto (for piano, violin and cello) performed by 

Canadian violinist James Ehnes, Brazilian cellist Antonio Meneses and Israeli pianist Menahem 

Pressler, two members of the former Beaux Arts Trio. 

“This decision to return to the symphonies of Beethoven is based before anything else on the 

importance of the composer’s humanistic concerns,” Mr. Nagano continued. “By himself, 

Beethoven succeeded in creating an orchestral culture that is unique in its kind. And for us 

today it has lost none of its interest, its freshness or its impact.” 

 

 Bach’s Passion according to Saint Matthew 

Once again a great sacred choral work of Bach’s will be at the very heart of the OSM season. 

After acclaimed performances of the Saint John Passion, the Christmas Oratorio and the Mass 

in B Minor, Kent Nagano and the OSM are presenting the Saint Matthew Passion, a monumental 

pageant. These concerts are also being presented to open the 2009 Montréal Bach-Festival. 

(November 24 and 25) 

 

 Mysteries of Japan 

In four parts, this unusual program will explore the art as well as the history of Japan. It 

comprises an orchestration of traditional Japanese songs for girls by Jean-Pascal Beintus, 

excerpts from Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, a work by Isao Matsushita for taiko (large 

Japanese drum) and orchestra, as well as the premiere of a work by Chris Paul Harman based 

on the story of Japanese-Canadians during the Second World War. (February 28 and March 2) 



 Karita Mattila for the first time in Montreal; Mahler’s Ninth to close the 
season 

Hailed for the powerful dramatic qualities of her performances, the renowned Finnish soprano 

Karita Mattila is appearing for the first time in Montreal. She will be heard in Richard Strauss’s 

magnificent Four Last Songs, pages renowned for their twilit meditative beauty. Kent Nagano 

will also lead the Orchestra in Mahler’s Ninth Symphony, a poignant ode to nature, in these 

final concerts of the season. (May 25 and 27) 

 

 Christian Tetzlaff for the first time in Québec 

Since his triumphant debuts in Munich and Berlin under the direction of Sergiu Celibidache, and 

then in the U.S. with the Cleveland Orchestra and Christoph von Dohnányi in 1988, Christian 

Tetzlaff has been one of the most highly praised violinists on the international scene. He will 

be making his OSM debut in Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto, under the direction of British 

composer Sir Andrew Davis. (March 15 and 16) 

 

  Kent Nagano and Vadim Repin: summit meeting 

The OSM will be welcoming the celebrated violinist Vadim Repin for a rare visit of his to 

Montreal. Repin is one of the most sought-after violinists around the world, and every season 

performs on the most illustrious stages with the most preeminent orchestras and conductors. 

For this occasion he will be playing the Beethoven Violin Concerto. (February 23 and 24) 

 

 Maxim Vengerov conducts the OSM for the first time 

For over ten years violinist Maxim Vengerov has traveled the world and captivated audiences 

and critics with his dazzling technique and his profound musicality. This time it is as a 

conductor that he returns to the OSM, in a program consisting of the famous Pathétique 

Symphony by Tchaikovsky and the Brahms Double Concerto, the latter featuring OSM 

musicians Andrew Wan and Brian Manker in the violin and cello roles respectively. (October 20 

and 21) 

 

 Lang Lang in recital and as a soloist with the Orchestra 

The prodigious pianist Lang Lang, who played for the Opening Ceremony of the Peking 

Olympic Games in August 2008, will be the guest of the OSM in two capacities this season. He 

will perform the glittering Concerto No. 3 by Prokofiev (November 17 and 18), before offering 

a long awaited recital consisting of works by Beethoven, Prokofiev and Albéniz (November 

22). 



A new formula: Rush Hour Concerts at the OSM 

The OSM is also offering its audiences the series Rush Hour Concerts at the OSM (formerly 

known as 5 to 8 at the OSM), 90-minute concerts without intermission that are truly special 

moments of after-work relaxation. An original way to wind up the day on a high note, these 

concerts are hosted by André Robitaille and will share the musical world and discoveries of the 

series’ guests. This season, audiences will get to hear the special favourites of actor and host 

Marc Labrèche and of singer-songwriter and actor Michel Rivard, who will be on stage to 

comment on their choices. 

 

Contemporary music and premieres 

Four works will be presented in world premieres: 

 A new work for mezzo-soprano and orchestra by Gilles Tremblay (world premiere, 
Radio France commission, also presented as part of the SCMQ/Série Hommage à 
Gilles Tremblay) 

 Silver Threads Among the Gold by Canadian composer Chris Paul Harman (world 
premiere, OSM commission) 

 Olympic Heroes by Canadian composer Howard Shore, creator of the soundtrack 
for The Lord of the Rings (OSM commission) 

 A work to an original text by Yann Martel accompanied by Beethoven’s ballet 
music The Creatures of Prometheus (OSM commission) 

The Piano Concerto No. 4 by André Mathieu, a lyrical and passionate work, will be performed 

in a Montreal premiere by pianist Alain Lefèvre under the direction of Kent Nagano. 

 

Sponsorships: major partners support the OSM 

“The successes and the achievements of the OSM would not be possible without the priceless 
support of exceptional partners,” declared Madeleine Careau, OSM chief executive officer. “It 
is thanks to them that we can continue to go that extra mile in bringing the musical tradition 
to life and offering audiences great symphony concerts. I would like them to know just how 
grateful we are.” 

 

The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal wishes to thank its loyal title sponsor, Hydro-Québec, 

its associate sponsor, National Bank Financial Group, as well as its numerous other partners for 

their contribution. At the press conference Ms. Sylvie Roy, Vice President, Marketing and Public 

Affairs with National Bank Financial Group, announced the renewal of her firm’s sponsorship 

for a three-year period. 



Launch of the subscription campaign: treat yourself! 

A subscription to the OSM is a passport to a world of emotion and discovery in the company of 
the Orchestra’s musicians, Kent Nagano, and the greatest artists on the international scene. In 
addition to getting the best seats at the best price, subscribers are entitled to a savings of 20 
percent on regular ticket prices as well as a number of exclusive privileges. Concert-goers 
have until April 30 to renew their subscription. 

An important new feature this season: subscribers can acquire single tickets as an exclusive up 

to April 30, after which date available seats will go on sale to the general public. 

 

Reserve now at 

(514) 842-9951 

or at 

www.osm.ca 

 

The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal is presented by Hydro-Québec 

in association with National Bank Financial Group 

In association with La Presse 

ð 30 ð 

 

Source :  Orchestre symphonique de Montréal 
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