[image: rti]




INAUGURAL CONCERT AT THE OSM’S NEW HOME
TO CELEBRATE A HISTORIC EVENING
ON RADIO-CANADA FROM COAST TO COAST 

Monday, August 22, 2011—Kent Nagano will conduct Beethoven’s legendary Ninth Symphony in an inaugural concert at L’Adresse symphonique, the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal’s new home, while Radio-Canada will leverage its multiple platforms to share this historic event with Canadians from coast to coast. For the very first time, listeners and viewers will experience the natural acoustics of the new concert hall from the inside. The concert will also be carried on all CBC platforms.


TELEVISION

OSM – L’ADRESSE SYMPHONIQUE: OPUS No. 1
Wednesday, September 7 at 9 p.m.

While Radio-Canada’s cameras and microphones will record the performance in the concert hall itself, an outdoor component will allow thousands of spectators to share the visual and auditory experience: the entire concert will be screened for them right on the new building’s facade. And, in tandem with this gargantuan projection, short numbers by Cirque Éloize will be presented at several locations on the Parterre, the green space opposite the building – a unique creative effort by the Cirque, designed especially for the occasion. A chorus will also accompany the orchestra in the fourth movement.

During the third movement, Adagio molto e cantabile, some two dozen well-known personalities will share their thoughts on what they believe the humanist ideal, as contained in Beethoven’s symphony and Schiller’s poem Ode to Joy, means today. Their words will flow quite naturally into and with the music.

In the fourth movement, the soloists for Ode to Joy will be soprano Erin Wall, mezzo-soprano Mihoko Fujimura, tenor Simon O’Neill, and bass Mikhaïl Petrenko. The Tafelmusik Chamber Choir of Toronto will join the OSM Chorus for the event.

It will be a one-of-a-kind performance, as well as a memorable artistic and television experience.

The complete concert, also including works by Quebec composers Claude Vivier, Gilles Tremblay and Julien Bilodeau, will air on ARTV at 7 p.m. on Sunday, September 11.

Executive Producer: Jocelyn Barnabé


INVITATION TO THE PUBLIC

As part of its 75th anniversary celebrations and to highlight the cultural significance of the Adresse symphonique inauguration, Radio-Canada is inviting the public to the Parterre des festivals, an open green space across from the concert hall, for a live, on-site experience as the historic concert is broadcast on a giant screen on the building’s façade, starting at 8:30 p.m. As of 9 p.m., while Beethoven’s Ninth is being played, the Cirque Éloize will put on a series of short performances inspired by the music. The party will start at 4:30 p.m., with on-site hosts and events. We hope you’ll join us!


L’ACOUSTIQUE’S SECRETS ON DÉCOUVERTE

How does L’Adresse symphonique deliver the best possible acoustics? During his 6:30 p.m. show on Sunday, September 11, Charles Tisseyre will present an item by reporter André Brassard and producer Hélène Naud, who will reveal the challenges of achieving the excellent natural acoustics found at the OSM’s new home. 
Executive Producer: Lorène Biscotti


ON RADIO’S PREMIÈRE CHAÎNE 

DÉSAUTELS AT L’ADRESSE SYMPHONIQUE

The DÉSAUTELS show from 3 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 7 will air live from a festival tent across from L’Adresse symphonique, on the corner of Saint-Urbain and Montigny. In addition to presenting several feature reports, Michel Désautels will welcome a number of guests closely associated with the OSM and its history, as well as with the new concert hall’s design. There will also be several on-site musical performances during the show.

Executive Producer: Sébastien Perron


ON ESPACE MUSIQUE


A FULL DAY AT L’ADRESSE SYMPHONIQUE

On Espace musique, Wednesday, September 7 will be entirely devoted to the inaugural concert at L’Adresse symphonique.

On L’ESPACE D’UN MATIN, hosted by Gilles Payer from 6 to 9 a.m., Françoise Davoine will talk about the public dress rehearsal scheduled for the previous evening, and describe the event to come. She’ll also appear on PLAISIRS THERRIEN, from 3 to 5:30 p.m. Beginning at 8 p.m., Espace musique will air the entire concert: in addition to Beethoven’s Ninth, the program includes three Canadian works: Jesus erbarme dich for chorus and soprano, composed by Claude Vivier; Envol: Alleluia for solo flute, by Gilles Tremblay, with OSM solo flautist Timothy Hutchins; and Qu’un cri élève nos chants, commissioned from composer Julien Bilodeau by the OSM. The show will open with long excerpts from the ceremonies before the concert.
Host: Michel Keable
Executive Producer: Pascale Labrie

COUNTDOWN TO L’ADRESSE SYMPHONIQUE

The SOIRÉES CLASSIQUES shows at 8 p.m. on Monday and Tuesday, September 5 and 6, will set the stage and mood.

Monday: Michel Keable will interview Françoise Davoine, along with Violons du Roy artistic director Bernard Labadie, who will talk about the Françoys-Bernier theatre at the Domaine Forget, which turns 15 this year. He’ll also list what he considers the top five concert halls in the world. Plus, the show will feature pianist Marc-André Hamelin and Quatuor Afiara performing Dvořák’s Quintette, Opus 81 at Domaine Forget, as well as excerpts from the inaugural concert performed on August 31 at the Helsinki Music Centre in Finland, a hall comparable in size to L’Adresse symphonique.


Tuesday: Michel Keable will present Michèle Patry’s documentary L’Adresse symphonique: les péripéties d’une longue histoire, which outlines the long and eventful saga of the plan to build a new concert hall in Montreal, through an delightful and fascinating compilation of discussion and report segments. Musical offerings will include a noteworthy clip of the inaugural concert at Place des arts on September 21, 1963, conducted by Wilfrid Pelletier and Zubin Mehta, in the large concert hall. In 1966, that hall was named after Pelletier.
Executive Producer: Pascale Labrie


FRANÇOIS DOMPIERRE AND JEUX D’ENFANTS
LIVE FROM L’ADRESSE SYMPHONIQUE
Sunday, September 11 at noon 

On Sunday, September 11 at noon, François Dompierre will kick off his show live from L’Adresse symphonique. At 2:30 p.m., the whole family can join in for a live broadcast of the JEUX D’ENFANTS concert: Kent Nagano will conduct the OSM in a performance of excerpts from Saint-Saëns’ Carnaval des animaux, with his daughter Karin Nagano and Annie Zhou on piano, followed by Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf, narrated by actor Anne Dorval, and Debussy’s La Boîte à joujoux.
Producers: Claire Boisvert and Guylaine Picard


Radio-Canada.ca/osm
ONLINE AS OF SEPTEMBER 1

Starting September 1, Radio-Canada.ca will provide an immersive and intimate Web experience, reflecting the experience awaiting audiences in Montreal’s new concert hall, which the OSM will inaugurate on September 7. The Radio-Canada.ca/nouvellesalle will provide an interactive plan of the hall to familiarize visitors with its special features, a photo gallery of the building process, video reports, interviews with architects and the acoustics consultant from Artec, who is well known for designing some 140 concert halls around the world, plus segments with Kent Nagano and OSM musicians. 

The site will also provide a virtual tour and brief history of the new hall, as well as other halls designed for symphony orchestras around Europe. Conductor Bernard Labadie will reveal his personal list of top concert venues.

Site visitors will have an opportunity to chat on social networks with Françoise Davoine, who will share her impressions during the September 7 inauguration live from L’Adresse symphonique. All special radio and television programs will be webcast live on Radio-Canada.ca, as will the inaugural concert. The complete concert will also be available on demand as of September 8.
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