
  

 
 

 HOLIDAY SEASON AT THE OSM  

 

KENT NAG ANO AND FRED PELLERIN CELEBRATE 

CHRISTMAS  
 

RECITAL BY PIANIST HÉLÈNE GRIMAUD  
 

HANDELôS MESSIAH: AN ESSENTIAL TRADITION 
 

HOLSTôS THE PLANETS CONDUCTED BY ARILD REMMEREIT  

and GRAND-PRIZE WINNER CONCERT OSM STANDARD LIFE 

COMPETITION  
 

SIMONE DINNERSTEIN PLAYS RHAPSODY IN BLUE  
 

Montreal, November 21, 2011 ï The month of December will take on a whole range of guises at the 

Orchestre symphonique de Montréal., from the intimacy of the recital by pianist Hélène Grimaud to 

the orchestral abundance of Holstôs The Planets, when the Orchestra will be under the direction of 

Arild Remmereit. Guest soloists include two pianists: Leif Ove Andsnes in Beethovenôs First 

Concerto and Simone Dinnerstein in Gershwinôs Rhapsody in Blue for her first appearance with the 

OSM. The winner of the 72nd edition of the OSM Standard Life Competition will also enjoy 

the privilege of performing with the Orchestra, on December 6. 
 

December is also synonymous with holiday-period traditions. The OSM and its chorus along with 

soloists from the Atelier lyrique de lôOp®ra de Montr®al, with everyone  under the direction of John 

Oliver, will stage two performances of Messiah, the celebrated oratorio by Handel. Kent Nagano 

will meanwhile conduct the Orchestra in three performances of Christmas According to Fred 

Pellerin, a production bringing together orchestral music and the patter of one of our greatest 

storytellers. Another December tradition, the OSM will take part in the Guignolée des médias on the 

first of the month. 
 

LEIF OVE ANDSNES & BEETHOVENôS FIRST CONCERTO 
Air Canada Thursday Grand Concerts 1 

December 1 at 8 p.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 
 

Sir Roger Norrington, conductor 

Leif Ove Andsnes, piano 

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS , The Wasps, overture 

BEETHOVEN , Piano Concerto No. 1 

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS , A London Symphony 

A guest of the great orchestras and an outstanding recitalist, Leif Ove Andsnes is one of the most 

acclaimed pianists on the current international scene. He revisits the OSM, for the first time since 1998, 

in Beethovenôs First Piano Concerto, a work in line with the styles of Mozart and Haydn, but which 

already contains the germ of what would characterize the symphonies and later concertos of the master 
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from Bonn. 

In distinguishing himself in not just the orchestral sphere but in chamber music, opera, works for chorus 

and film music as well, Ralph Vaughan Williams  has come to occupy a unique place in the 

pantheon of British music. Sir Roger Norrington, principal conductor of the Stuttgart Radio 

Symphony Orchestra, and recognized especially for his work in nineteenth-century repertoire, will 

conduct the works of his compatriot. He will also chat with host Kelly Rice in the hall, beginning at 

7 p.m., at the pre-concert discussion. 

HÉLÈNE GRIMAUD IN RECITAL  
The Recitals, December 3 at 8 p.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 
 

Hélène Grimaud, piano 
 

MOZART , Sonata No. 8, K. 310 

BERG, Sonata, Op. 1 

LISZT , Sonata in B minor 

BARTÓK , Six Romanian Folk Dances 

 

Hélène Grimaud was born in Aix-en-Provence in 1969. While still a student, in 1985, she recorded 

Rachmaninovôs Sonata No. 2, earning herself the Grand Prix du disque. In 1987 she became a true star 

of the piano, performing widely in recitals and in concerts as a guest of the most prestigious orchestras. 

In 2002 she signed an exclusive contract with Deutsche Grammophon, which last year captured the 

program recital presented here. 

In using the Alban Berg Sonata (possibly the most accomplished Opus 1 in the repertoire) as the 

principal axis of this recital, Hélène Grimaud offers a journey along the Danube, from the dramatic 

intensity of Mozartôs Sonata in A minor to the effervescence of Bart·kôs Six Romanian Folk Dances, 

with an inevitable detour to Lisztôs monumental Sonata in B minor. 
 

HOLSTôS THE PLANETS 
Homeocan Tuesday Grand Concerts 

December 6 at 8 p.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 
 

Arild Remmereit , conductor 

Grand-prize winner of the 72nd OSM Standard Life Competition (woodwinds, brass and voice) 

OSM Womenôs Chorus 

MOREL, Il faut inventer la terre 

Work for solo instrument and orchestra, featuring the winner of the OSM Standard Life 

Competition 

HOLST, The Planets 

MATTHEWS, Pluto, The Renewer 

The Planets remains the flagship work of Gustav Holst. The first movement, ñMars,ò was composed 
just before the outbreak of World War I, in 1914, meaning it is more a prophesy of than a reaction to the 

tragedy. The composer had to put the scores away after completing them, believing that no one could 

stage a work requiring such a large orchestra in wartime. In September 1918, Balfour Gardiner rented 

Queenôs Hall for a semi-private performance. The composerôs daughter, Imogen, later declared: ñThey 

[the two or three hundred friends and musicians who had come to listen] found the clamor of Mars 

almost unbearable after having lived through four years of a war that was still going on.é [But] it was 

the end of Neptune that was more memorable than anything else at the first performance. Hearing the 

voices of the hidden choir growing fainter and fainter, it was impossible to know where the sound ended 

and the silence began.ò 
 

Written at the request of Kent Nagano, Pluto, The Renewer is intended as an extension of The Planets. 

Particularly evocative and composed in a style more modern than atonal, the piece led composer Colin 

Matthews to say, ñI came perhaps closer to Holst than I had expected.ò 
 

The program will be rounded out by Canadian composer Fran­ois Morelôs Il faut inventer la terre and a 

work for soloist and orchestra featuring the winner of the OSM Standard Life Competition, this 



year devoted to woodwinds, brass and voice. The concert is under the direction of Norwegian conductor 

Arild Remmereit , who agreed to replace the previously announced Ludovic Morlot. Music director of 

the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, he first captured critical attention in 2005 when he made his 

debuts with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, the Baltimore Symphony, the Filarmonica de la Scala, 

the Munich Philharmonic and the Vienna Symphony. From 1987 to 1990 he studied with Leonard 

Bernstein at the Orchestra dellôAcademia nazionale di Santa Cecilia in Rome and assisted his mentor 

with a number of recordings in Vienna. 

This concert will be broadcast live by Espace Musique. 

 

Concert presented by the Standard Life Assurance Company of Canada. 

HOLSTôS THE PLANETS and GRAND-PRIZE WINNER CONCERT  
Fondation J.A. De Sève Symphonic Matinees 

December 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 
 

Arild Remmereit , conductor 

Simone Dinnerstein, piano 

OSM Womenôs Chorus 

GERSHWIN, Rhapsody in Blue 

HOLST, The Planets  

Arild Remmereit once again leads the OSM in Holstôs The Planets. The program this time includes 

George Gershwinôs popular Rhapsody in Blue. ñI frequently hear music in the very heart of noise,ò the 

composer explained years later. ñAnd there I suddenly heard, and even saw on paper ï the complete 

construction of the Rhapsody, from beginning to end. No new themes came to me, but I worked on the 

thematic material already in my mind and tried to conceive the composition as a whole. I heard it as a 

sort of musical kaleidoscope of America, of our vast melting pot, of our unduplicated national pep, of 

our blues, of our metropolitan madness.ò 

It will feature Simone Dinnerstein, an American pianist who took audiences and critics by storm in  

2007 with her interpretation of Bachôs Goldberg Variations. That album climbed not only to the top of 

Billboardôs classical sales charts, but of Amazonôs musical charts as well ï all genres considered, ahead 

of the kings and queens of pop music. Dinnerstein continued her success with her next disc, The Berlin 

Concert, and since then has led an iconoclastic career. 

Series presented in association with Nespresso and the Hyatt Regency Montreal. 

CHAMBER MUSIC AT THE MMFA : WEBER & BRAHMS  
Chamber music at the MMFA, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. 

Bourgie Hall, Montreal M useum of Fine Arts 
 

Ann Chow, violin 

Alison Mah-Poy, violin 

Nathalie Racine, viola 

Sylvain Murray , cello 

Alain Desgagné, clarinet 

 

WEBER, Clarinet Quintet in B-flat major 

BRAHMS , Clarinet Quintet in B minor 

Presented to complement a guided tour with the theme of ñEuropean Art and Romanticism,ò this concert 

offers the discovery of two clarinet quintets from the romantic period. Written in part for Frederick 

Baermann, a clarinet virtuoso of the time and friend of Carl Maria von Weber, the Quintet in B-flat 

major, technically highly demanding, remains one of the most interesting works for this combination of 

instruments. When Clara Schumann heard the Brahmsôs Clarinet Quintet in B minor she was moved to 

write: ñItôs a truly marvelous work; the wailings of the clarinet bewitch and touch us deeply. What 

interesting music, so profound and filled with meaning!ò Deeply autumnal, it includes an especially 

lyrical Adagio and a series of lively variations. 
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CHRISTMAS ACCORDING TO FRED PELLERIN  - SOLD OUT 
Special Concerts, December 16 at 7:30 p.m., December 17 at 2:00 and 7:30 p.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 
 

Kent Nagano, conductor 

Fred Pellerin, raconteur 
 

Works by Humperdinck  (overture to Hansel and Gretel), Schubert (Entrôacte No. 3 from Rosamunde), 

Adams (excerpt from Shaker Loops), Tchaikovsky (two excerpts from The Nutcracker), Ravel (Mother 

Goose, ñFairy Gardenò) and Julien Bilodeau. 
 

Fred Pellerin and the OSM under music director Kent Nagano redefine holiday-season traditions by 

offering a concert with a unique concept lasting 90 minutes without intermission, an exceptional 

encounter of two very different worlds. Between orchestral works, the popular storyteller, winner of 

three Félix at the last ADISQ galas, including ñShow of the Year ï Performer,ò for Saint-Élie-de-

Chanson, will narrate a Christmas story very much his own, created especially for the OSM audience.  

Radio-Canada will offer its audience the show on Thursday, December 22 at 9 p.m. on television, 

over Espace musique and on Radio-Canada.ca. 
 

Concerts presented by Sun Life Financial. 

 

HANDELôs MESSIAH  
Special Concerts 

December 21 and 22 at 7:30 p.m. 

Maison symphonique de Montréal 

 

John Oliver, conductor 

Soloists from the Atelier lyrique de lôOp®ra de Montr®al: 
Lucia Cesaroni, soprano 

Emma Parkinson, mezzo-soprano 

Isaiah Bell, tenor 

Stephen Hegedus, bass-baritone 

OSM Chorus 
 

HANDEL, Messiah (orchestration by Mozart) 

 
Celebrations surrounding the Christmas holiday would not be complete without a performance of 

Handelôs Messiah. Conceived to a libretto by Charles Jennens based on the King James Bible, 

Messiah focuses on a few key events in the life of Jesus: his birth, his death and his resurrection. With 

all his talent as an opera composer, Handel was able to showcase the dramatic side of each text. He 

apparently said, in composing the renowned ñHallelujahò chorus, that it was ñas though he saw God on 

his throne, with the angels around him.ò The work enjoyed rapid success, which has not diminished to 

this day. 

It is being presented in the orchestration that Mozart did for it and will be led by John Oliver, founder 

of the Tanglewood Festival Chorus in 1970, and who has since led the ensemble in over 900 

performances, in Boston, Tanglewood, at Carnegie Hall in New York and on tour in Europe and the Far 

East. The soloists are all members of the Atelier lyrique de lôOp®ra de Montr®al. 
 

This is also a good time to rediscover the OSM on DVD, under Kent Nagano, in this essential work: a 

magnificent interpretation captured by Radio-Canada in the enchanting setting of Notre-Dame Basilica 

on December 12 and 13, 2010. Directing duties were assigned to the very well-known Jocelyn Barnabé. 

Produced by Société Radio-Canada and distributed by Universal, the DVD of Handelôs Messiah is 

available in stores. 
 

Information: (514) 842-9951 or www.osm.ca 

The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal is presented by 

Hydro-Québec 

 

The 2011-2012 season is presented in association with 

National Bank  
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