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NEW ALBUM BY THE OSM AND RAFAEL PAYARE
STRAUSS EIN HELDENLEBEN - MAHLER RUCKERT-LIEDER

TWO HIGHLY PERSONAL WORKS BY TWO FIN-DE-SIECLE GIANTS
ALBUM RELEASE ON MARCH 15

Montreal, February 15t 2024 — The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal and Music Director Rafael
Payare expand their Pentatone discography with a recording of Richard Strauss’ Ein Heldenleben and
Gustav Mahler’s Riickert-Lieder performed by one of the foremost soprano of our time Sonya
Yoncheva. With this recording, Rafael Payare and the OSM pursue their progress through the late
Romantic German repertoire, a focal point of their concerts in Montreal and abroad as well as their

recordings for Pentatone. The release this coming March 15, the OSM’s 136 album, recorded at the
Maison symphonique de Montreal in March 2023, carries forth a rich recording tradition since 1980.
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Following their acclaimed recording of Mahler’s Fifth Symphony, released in March 2023 to rave reviews
and named Editor's Choice by both Gramophone and BBC Music magazines, Rafael Payare and the OSM
further explore and shine in this late-Romantic repertoire.

At first blush, these works may not seem to form an obvious pairing. This is Strauss at his most exuberant,
with an immense and richly coloured musical canvas, and Mahler at his most introspective, choosing the
intimacy and inwardness of Friedrich Rlickert's poems, creating an array of different atmospheres through
his bare yet varied orchestration. Nevertheless, in their eminently personal and autobiographical approach,
both composers offer us their careful reflection on existence and on their place in the world.

“It has been a fascinating experience to explore this repertoire with the OSM. Reconnecting with
Mahler while immersing ourselves in the sound world of Strauss marks an important milestone in our
musical trajectory together and continues our shared journey through the German and Austrian
repertoire. It is also our first collaboration with Sonya Yoncheva, whose extraordinary voice is blessed
with an endless palette of expressive nuances and colours. We are very pleased to share with you
the poetic and musical world of these two towering composers.”

— Rafael Payare, OSM Music Director
“This new album, the second of our exclusive partnership with the OSM, is a remarkable testimony of
the orchestra’s journey under its new Music Director, Rafael Payare. | marvel at the many qualities of
their Heldenleben, a lesson in sonic refinement, precision and warmth. Star soprano Sonya
Yoncheva, in her Pentatone and Mahler debut, shows that artistic boundaries are often self-imposed



and only call to be transcended. A tremendous achievement.” — Renaud Loranger, Vice-President,
Artists and Repertoire, Pentaton
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THE OSM THANKS ITS PARTNERS, SUBSCRIBERS, AND AUDIENCES

Contributions from the Orchestra’s public partners are essential to its operations. The OSM wishes to
acknowledge its main public partner, the Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, as well as the Canada
Council for the Arts, the Government of Quebec, and the Conseil des arts de Montréal.

The OSM is proud of the support of loyal partners and thanks Hydro-Québec, Presenting Sponsor of the
OSM as well as BMO Financial Group, Season Presenting

Sponsor. The OSM also extends its gratitude to Power Corporation of Canada, Fondation J.A. DeSéve, IG
Wealth Management, ESG UQAM, Air Canada, Canada Life, National Bank, Cogeco, Spinelli, BFL Canada,
I'Institut Tshakapesh, Bivouac, Clarins, Volvo, Solotech, Iris, Boréale Beer, Charton Hobbs, Distillerie de
Montréal, Symphony, Radio-Canada, medici.tv, La Presse PWC, and McKinsey&Company.
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