
 

 

Kent Nagano Celebrates Montreal’s Metro 

 

Montreal, October 11, 2016 — Some anniversaries are important enough to be publicly celebrated in grand style. 
Marking the Montreal Metro’s 50 years of existence surely meets that standard! On Thursday, October 20, 
Saturday, October 22, and Sunday, October 23, two new OSM-commissioned works by renowned Montreal 
composers José Evangelista and Robert Normandeau will receive their world premiere. This is a major project for 
the OSM, and a unique musical event that values a key feature of Quebec’s development since the effervescent 
1960s!  

To celebrate the Montreal Metro’s 50
th

 anniversary, the OSM has teamed up with the STM to commission the 
aforementioned works, which will be performed at the Maison symphonique de Montréal. Although musically very 
distinct, the two works equally express the subway and its impact on the development of modern Quebec. 

An Original Orchestral Work 

Under the baton of Maestro Kent Nagano, the OSM musicians will first perform the orchestral piece Accelerando by 
José Evangelista. The composer’s Spanish roots, combined with his special affinity for the rhythmical features of the 
gamelan orchestra, inspire music that is both melodically rich and rhythmically energetic, perfectly in accord with 
the beat of an exciting metropolis. "We will perceive something that is ongoing, a movement" he says.  
Public transport is about arriving, leaving, always, like music that comes and who goes. "A natural air colors this 
work," says the composer, and added that we will also find some characteristic sounds of the metro. The regulars 
of the metro will certainly find themselves. 

Another World Premiere 

For the first time in its history, the OSM has commissioned an electroacoustic work which, by definition, does not 
involve a single Orchestra musician! Tunnel azur, by Robert Normandeau transports us to the city’s underground 
world, where an extraordinary immersive experience awaits. The work is acousmatic in its approach — 
incorporating processed real sounds — and is inspired by the movement of trains, workers, and travellers, as well 
as by the Montreal Metro’s complete sound environment. Le composer derived inspiration from his special access 
to the “backrooms” of the STM and to night-time recordings of typical Metro sonorities, including, of course, the 
emblematic, unavoidable three doo-doo-doo tones that accompany the daily commute of thousands of 
Montrealers. Normandeau brought his microphone to the new underground cars, named Azur, and also to the 
Crémazie street shops, where car maintenance takes place. Kent Nagano and the OSM’s performance of  
Mahler’s Symphony No. 9 (2010) had also been a source of inspiration for the composer, as well as the Orchestra’s 
newly acquired octobass, which, at the dizzying height of more than 3 metres, is the largest and lowest-ranged 
string instrument in the world! 

In addition to the two world premieres, audiences will be treated to a performance of Robert Schumann’s  
Cello Concerto in A minor, op. 129, with Norwegian virtuoso Truls Mørk, whom the OSM is thrilled to welcome 
again as guest soloist and Ein Heldenleben (A Hero’s Life) by Richard Strauss. With this masterpiece, Strauss brought 
the art of the tone poem to its apex.  
 
One hour before each performance, the public is invited to hear José Evangelista and Robert Normandeau as they 
speak about the artistic process that informed these new compositions, in the OSM’s Grand Preconcert Talks 
presented by Fromages d’ici, and hosted by Matthieu Dugal.  

OSM musicians in the metro!  

Friday, October 14, anniversary date of the inauguration of the metro network, nine musicians of the Orchestre 
symphonique deMontréal will perform live at 7:15, 8:15 and 9am, an extract of Accelerando during the festivities at 
Place of Arts. The event will be broadcasted on ICI Radio-Canada Première’s  Gravel le matin radio show that will be 
present at the station on that day. All Montrealers are invited to join this celebration. 
http://www.stm.info/en/offers-and-outings/outings/metro-turns-50 

http://www.stm.info/en/offers-and-outings/outings/metro-turns-50


A Word About the Composers 

Born in Valencia, Spain, José Evangelista established himself in Montreal in 1970. He completed a Doctorate in 
Composition at McGill University in 1984, and from 1979 to 2009 served as professor at Université de Montréal, 
where he founded the Atelier de gamelan balinais (Balinese Gamelan Workshop). He also served as Composer-in-
Residence with the OSM from 1993 to 1995, and his commissioned works have been performed by Canadian and 
European ensembles throughout the world.   

After obtaining a Bachelor’s degree in Composition from Université Laval (1984), Robert Normandeau was 
awarded a Master’s degree (1988) and the first Doctorate in Electroacoustic Composition (1992) ever conferred by 
Université de Montréal. The works of this internationally renowned composer have been performed in major 
Canadian cities and over a hundred times in Europe, South America, the United States, Australia, China, and  
New Zealand. Also an incidental music composer, he has written for theatre and dance.  

While Urban Symphony is the title and theme of the OSM in 2016–2017, concerts celebrating the 50
th

 anniversary 
of Montreal’s Metro will surely qualify as key moments of this 83

rd
 season. It bears repeating once again that  

Kent Nagano Celebrates Montreal’s Metro is featured not only once, but three times: Thursday, October 20; 
Saturday, October 22; and Sunday, October 23. Join the festivities!  

Get all the details of the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal’s 83
rd

 season, and reserve your concert tickets online 
at: osm.ca 

 
The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal 

Since its founding in 1934, the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal has distinguished itself as a leader in the 
orchestral life of Canada and Québec. A cultural ambassador of the highest order, the Orchestra has acquired an 
enviable reputation internationally through the quality of its many recordings and tours. The OSM carries on that 
rich tradition under the leadership of its current music director, Kent Nagano, featuring innovative programming 
aimed at updating the orchestral repertoire and strengthening the Orchestra’s connection with the community. 
Over the years the OSM has undertaken about 40 tours and roughly 30 national and international excursions. The 
Orchestra has made more than 100 recordings, on the Decca, EMI, Philips, CBC Records, Analekta, ECM and Sony 
labels, as well as on its own label, which have earned it some 50 national and international awards. 

The OSM’s Valued Partners  

The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal wishes to thank its indispensable partners,  

The Conseil des arts et des lettres du Québec, The Canada Council for the Arts, the Conseil des arts de Montréal, 

and the City of Montreal, for their generous support.  

The Orchestre symphonique de Montréal is presented by Hydro-Québec.  

BMO Financial Group is the OSM’s partner for the 2016–2017 season.  

Air Canada: Official Airline of the OSM 

 

Follow the OSM on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @OSMconcerts  

Download the new OSM application 
App Store | Google play 
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