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AFTER AN ACCLAIMED CONCERT IN KRAKOW, THE OSM OPENS THE
PRESTIGIOUS SALZBURG FESTIVAL TO RESOUNDING SUCCESS!
The OSM is the first Canadian orchestra to participate in the Salzburg Festival

Opening concert of the Salzburg Festival

Salzburg, July 20, 2018 – Kent Nagano and the OSM had the honor of opening the 98th edition of the
Salzburg Festival tonight. The first Canadian orchestra to take part in this event, the OSM performed
Penderecki’s massive work, the St Luke Passion to an audience of some 1 400 gathered in the grand
Felsenreitschule, in the presence of the composer himself. Indeed, Penderecki’s Passion calls for full
orchestra, three mixed polish choruses and several soloists. At this roundly applauded concert, the
Austrian public had the occasion to appreciate the artistry of Sarah Wegener (soprano), Lucas Meachem
(baritone), Matthew Rose (bass) and Slawomir Holland (narrator). This was the fifth Austrian visit
undertaken by the OSM, but it was, nevertheless, the Orchestra’s first appearance at this highly coveted
international meeting in which the opera world, classical music, and theatre converge. It was also an
opportunity for the BIS record company to make a recording of the OSM live in concert; the album will be
released in 2019.

PENDERECKI’S 85TH BIRTHDAY IS CELEBRATED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
The year 2018 marks Krzysztof Penderecki’s 85th anniversary of birth, and several initiatives to celebrate
this milestone are taking place across the globe. Thus, at the invitation of the City of Krakow, the OSM
took part in the festivities and performed the St Luke Passion at the ICE, Krakow Congress Center, last
Wednesday. At its very first appearance in Krakow, the OSM impressed and moved some 1 900 audience
members, including the composer and conductor whose life and work were being celebrated. Let us
remember that Penderecki has enjoyed a special connection with the OSM for close to 50 years, having
conducted the orchestra himself a number of times.

Krzysztof Penderecki and Kent Nagano in Krakow

ABOUT PENDERECKI’S ST LUKE PASSION
The St Luke Passion is a work for chorus and orchestra written in 1966 by Polish composer Krzysztof
Penderecki. The work is important but rarely performed, and contains Latin versions of the Gospel
according to St Luke as well as other ancient textual sources such as the Stabat Mater. Although
Penderecki’s Passion, premiered in Germany on March 30, 1966 is almost entirely atonal and deploys
avant-garde musical techniques, it is highly appreciated by the public who responds immediately to its
powerful emotional impact.

The OSM conducted by Kent Nagano in Krakow on July 18

THE TOUR : A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE FOR THE OSM
Over the years, the OSM has embarked on over forty tours and completed well over thirty national and
international visits including those in Asia (10 times), Europe (11 times) and South America (3 times). Kent
Nagano and the Orchestra toured to South America in 2013, completed two European tours in 2009 and
2014, as well as two tours to Asia (2008 and 2014). The Orchestra’s first concerts in China took place in
2014. It bears mentioning that two tours are planned for Nunavik (10 years after its first visit) and
Quebec’s Great North, from September 9 to 20, 2018 and from March 11 and 25, 2019 in European cities
(Vienna, Berlin, Paris etc.).

Rehearsal in Salzburg

Follow the OSM on tour: OSM.CA | Facebook | Twitter @OSMconcerts
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