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The artists

Adam Johnson 

OSM assistant conductor

A native of Alberta, Adam Johnson holds a Doctorate in Piano 
Performance from the Université de Montréal and earned a Prize 
in Orchestral Conducting from the Conservatoire de musique de 
Montréal. In September 2016, following three seasons with the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, where he served as Resident 
Conductor and then Associate Conductor, he took up the position  
of the OSM’s assistant conductor.

Adam Johnson also studied conducting at the National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa and the Pierre Monteux School in Maine. He was assistant 
conductor of the Orchestre philharmonique des musiciens de 
Montréal (OPMEM) for the 2012-2013 season, and in 2014, began 
conducting ensembles across Canada. Adam Johnson was the 2015 
winner of the Jean-Marie Beaudet Award in Orchestra Conducting 
from the Canada Council for the Arts.

Alice Morel-Michaud 

Actor (Alice)

Alice Morel-Michaud made her acting debut at the age of five,  
in the short film Les Adieux. Her portrayal of Aurore in the Luc Dionne 
movie confirmed her natural gift for acting. She was nominated for 
a Prix Gémeaux at seven, and has appeared in the television series 
Nos étés, Les sœurs Elliot, Trauma, La galère and Kaboum. For the 
last few years, young viewers have been able to follow her in the role 
of Maude on the Télé-Québec series Subito texto. On the big screen, 
she has distinguished herself in the feature films Je me souviens, 
Frisson des collines, Les Pee-Wee 3D and Love Projet. Next year, she 
will join the cast of the new series L’heure bleue and will reprise her 
role as Julie in the film Junior Majeur. Passionate about her acting 
work and the new projects that lie ahead, Alice is equally committed 
to pursuing her college education.

Patrick Drolet  

Actor (White Rabbit, Caterpillar,  

Cheshire Cat)

Actor Patrick Drolet has a string of movie credits to his name, 
including appearances in Bernard Émond’s La neuvaine and Tout 
ce que tu possèdes, Luc Dionne’s André Mathieu, Claude Meunier’s 
Le grand départ, Louis Bélanger’s Le génie du crime and Émile 
Gaudreault’s De père en flic. He stars in Bernard Émond’s soon to be 
released movie Katia. His television work includes appearances in 
the series Les invincibles, Mémoires vives, 30 vies, as well as roles in 
Caméra café, Trauma, Kif-Kif, Fortier and Rumeurs. On stage, he has 
performed in La fin de la sexualité, L’Iliade and Oreille, tigre et bruit.

Aline Kutan 

Coloratura soprano   

(Queen of Hearts)

Armenian-born Aline Kutan was raised in Turkey and British 
Columbia. She studied at Université Laval in Quebec City under 
Louise André before settling in Montreal. The winner of the 
prestigious Metropolitan Opera Competition in 1995, she debuted 
at the Arizona Opera in the title role of Lakmé. Aline Kutan has 
performed in more than 30 roles on international stages—including 
the spectacular Queen of the Night in The Magic Flute—sung in  
the world’s most famous concert halls—among them, La Scala in 
Milan, the Teatro San Carlo in Naples, the Teatro Colón in Buenos 
Aires and the Opéra Bastille in Paris—and appears regularly with  
the Opéra de Montréal. She was the 1993 winner of the OSM 
Standard Life Competition and has recorded numerous albums under 
the ATMA, Analekta and Sony BMG labels. Aline Kutan teaches at 
the Conservatoire de musique de Montréal and at McGill University’s 
Schulich School of Music.

Constance Aubry, Étienne Gagnon-Delorme,  

Sarah-Maude Laliberté, Pierre-Émile Lemieux-Venne, 

Catherine Toupin and Rose Trahan 

Dancers  

Sophie-Estel Fernandez  

Choreographer

Founded by Ludmilla Chiriaeff in 1952, the École supérieure 
de ballet du Québec is the only institution in Quebec to offer 
a professional ballet program to students. The school is also 
dedicated to fostering excellence in ballet development, research 
and creation. Anik Bissonnette, principal dancer of Les Grands 
Ballets Canadiens for close to 17 years, has been at its helm since 
2010. Sophie-Estel Fernandez choreographs and has been teaching 
in the school’s Professional Program since 2011.

Michel G. Barette 

Writer and stage director

Trained in film in Montreal and mime in Paris, Michel G. Barette 
has worked as an actor, acrobat, artistic director, director and 
programmer. He was part of the original Cirque du Soleil team as  
both a touring artist and artistic director. With his own company, 
Zakouski, he has designed, produced and staged circus and variety 
shows in Canada and Europe. A programming consultant for street 
arts and special projects at the Festival d’été de Québec from 1993 
to 2014, he also directed musical shows by a number of groups, 
including La Bottine Souriante, the Sixtrum percussion ensemble  
and the OSM. 

Puppeteers Nicolas Germain-Marchand, Stéphane Heine and 
Estelle Richard will also participate in the concert, along with 
circus artist Gabzy, who appears in the role of the Mad Hatter. 

Alice in Wonderland,  
the concert

Dive into the fantastic world of Wonderland  
with Alice and meet the quirky cast of characters 
she encounters: Mad Hatter, Caterpillar, Cheshire 
Cat, Queen of Hearts and the perpetually late 
White Rabbit! Against a backdrop of 20th-century 
symphonic works, rediscover Lewis Carroll’s tale 
in a concert-show combining symphonic music, 
theatre, singing, puppetry, juggling and dance. 

2 3



Music program 

As a backdrop to the story, the OSM will 
present a selection of 20th-century works 
specially chosen to portray Alice’s world. 

To listen to the featured works, 
consult the online resources on our 
website at education.osm.ca, under 
the section “Educational activities – 
Elementary schools.”

1 Introduction  

 to Alice’s Dreams

In the park, Alice settles down under a tree to rest and cool off.  
She takes her favourite stuffed animal and a deck of cards out of  
her bag, before yielding to the heat and falling asleep. The breathless 
White Rabbit suddenly runs past, lamenting that he’s late. The Rabbit 
looks at his watch and disappears behind the tree. All this wakes 
Alice up, and she immediately takes off after him.

 Ravel, Gaspard de la nuit, “Ondine” (arr. M. Constant)

2 Down the Rabbit Hole

Alice follows the White Rabbit into his burrow, and suddenly falls 
down a great hole. The White Rabbit, still running late, dashes off at 
full speed, making his way through one of the doors located at the 
back of the room. Alice attempts to open the doors one after the 
other. They are all locked. Happily, she finds a key, but it won’t open 
the doors. Alice discovers a small door at the bottom of one of the 
bigger ones. And with the key she succeeds in opening it and finds 
a bottle on a pedestal with the words “Drink me.” The contents of 
the bottle quickly make her shrink, but she finds herself standing on 
the pedestal, unable to get down to the ground. In tears, she notices 
a little box bearing the words “Eat me.” Taking a bite, she begins to 
grow, to the point where she’s immense, and bursts into tears.

 Adams, Short Ride in a Fast Machine (excerpt) 
 Jean Lesage, Sensations confuses (excerpt)

3 The Pool of Tears

Alice weeps so much that her tears create a great turbulent pool.  
All these emotions have made her very hot. She cools herself with 
a fan and shrinks once again. Alice falls into the pool of tears and 
swims. Other animals swim alongside her. They swim up to the bank 
of the pool and, since everyone is soaked and shivering, they dry off 
by running a curious sort of race.

 Beintus, Shoka, “Sumidagawa”  (On the Sumida River) 
 Ligeti, Romanian Concerto, Allegro vivace

4 The Wise Advice  

 from a Caterpillar

Alice arrives in a strange forest, where she meets the Caterpillar  
and his little caterpillars, comfortably seated on a big mushroom.  
The Caterpillar asks Alice who she is. Alice is confused and doesn’t 
know how to answer the question, since she’s just changed size a 
number of times. The Caterpillar asks which size she would like to be. 
Alice answers that she’s not used to being small. The Caterpillar tells 
her that she’ll end up getting used to it. He leaves his mushroom with 
his caterpillars, and Alice is left alone and without an answer.

 Stravinsky, The Firebird,  
 Suite (1919 version), “Lullaby”

 Transition : Bartók, Dance Suite,  
 BB 86a, Molto tranquillo

5 The Strange  

 Cheshire Cat

Alice continues her walk through the forest, where she meets the 
Cheshire Cat. She asks which way she should go. The Cat answers 
that she’ll get somewhere, provided she walks long enough. The Cat 
also tells her that on one side lives the Mad Hatter, and on the other, 
the March Hare, and that both of them are mad. Alice wants nothing 
to do with mad people. The Cat answers that she won’t have any 
choice, since everyone is mad here, herself included. He also asks 
Alice if she will be playing croquet with the Queen of Hearts. Alice 
answers that she hasn’t been invited, but understands that that 
could very well be her destination. 

 Satie, Gnossienne no. 3 (arr. F. Poulenc)  

6 A Mad Tea Party

The Mad Hatter, the March Hare, the Dormouse and a number  
of other guests are having their tea when Alice arrives. She is not 
offered a seat, even though one is free. She takes it anyway. The Mad 
Hatter suggests a riddle to Alice, but hasn’t the slightest idea of the 
answer. Alice scolds him for asking riddles for which there are no 
solutions. The guests launch into a frenzy of acrobatics, juggling and 
dancing. Everyone leaves the table, and Alice, alone again, claims 
that this was the stupidest tea party she’s ever been to.

 Satie, Parade,  “Acrobates,” “Final” and “Suite au ‘Prélude  
 du Rideau rouge’ ”

 Transition : Bartók, Romanian Folk Dances, BB 76,  
 “Stick Dance”  

7 The Amusing Croquet  

 Game

The Queen of Hearts makes her arrival, settles on her throne, and  
two guards of honour form. The Queen asks Alice if she knows how to 
play croquet. Alice answers yes. The soldiers bring a flamingo, which 
will be used as a mallet, and a hedgehog, which will serve as a ball. 
The Queen shows Alice how to make a successful croquet stroke, 
hitting the hedgehog with the head of the flamingo. The hedgehog 
rolls through the hoop, to the applause of the court. The victorious 
Queen passes the flamingo to Alice, ordering her to strike the ball. 
Alice refuses to harm the two poor animals, and lets them escape. 
Furious, the Queen orders Alice’s head to be cut off. The soldiers pounce 
on Alice who wakes up with a start at the foot of the tree in the park. 
She tells her strange dream to Mousie, her favourite stuffed toy.

 Britten, The Prince of the Pagodas, Suite, op. 57 (excerpts)
 Ravel, L’Enfant et les sortilèges, “Arrière ! Je réchauffe les bons”

8 Return to Reality

Alice puts the deck of cards, the tablecloth and Mousie back in 
her bag. She returns home, her head still filled with the wonderful 
characters she met in her dream.

 Ravel, Ma mère l’Oye, “Le Jardin féérique” 

The OSM’s concert 
will present a 
shortened version 
in eight scenes of 
Lewis Carroll’s 
original story.
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Who was Lewis Carroll?
Best known by his pen name “Lewis Carroll,” Charles Lutwidge 
Dodgson (1832-1898) was an English writer, photographer and 
mathematics lecturer. The eldest in a family of eleven children  
(all left-handed!), little Charles was a shy, sensitive boy with a 
stammer. Early on, his difficulty in interacting with others drove  
him to create his own imaginary world. Uncomfortable with adults,  
he was able to speak more easily to children, and began to  
entertain them with tales full of fantastical characters who  
inhabited a nonsensical world.

Who is Alice? 
Partly inspired by the character of Alice Liddell, Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice is a very curious and carefree little girl 
who follows the White Rabbit down the rabbit hole 
without so much as a second thought as to what 
adventures might lie ahead. Somewhat impulsive, 
Alice gets herself into sticky situations and exclaims 
aloud what she should keep to herself. Occasionally 
puzzled by the eccentricities of the various creatures 
she meets, she nevertheless displays a keen interest 
in their stories and tries her best to understand them.

Where is Wonderland? 
In Wonderland, animals talk, playing cards come to 
life, people grow or shrink by eating or drinking strange 
creations, and words can mean so many different 
things! It’s a topsy-turvy world where everything and 
everybody are not quite as they seem. Wonderland is a 
gloriously weird and fantastical world… where anything 
is possible!

The origin of  

Alice in Wonderland

On July 4, 1862, during a boat trip up the Thames River, young Alice 
Liddell and her sisters Lorina and Edith asked Charles Dodgson 
(Lewis Carroll) to tell them a story. Improvising a tale whose 
protagonist was named Alice, Dodgson created Wonderland, a 
delightfully surreal world where animals talk and where one can grow 
very tall or very small. Thoroughly enchanted by what she heard, the 
little girl implored Dodgson to write out Alice’s adventures for her. 
The book was published in 1865 as Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 
It was an immediate success and went on to become a literary 
masterwork that would delight children and adults alike. Dodgson 
wrote a sequel titled Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice 
Found There. Because they present ordinary characters and objects 
in absurd situations, these two stories fall into the children’s literary 
genre known as ‘nonsense literature.’ 

The composers and their works

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937) 
France

Unquestionably one of the most important French composers 
of the early 20th century, Maurice Ravel is recognized for his 
musical craftsmanship and perfection of form and style along 
with a prodigious talent for orchestration. He studied piano and 
composition with Gabriel Fauré at the Conservatoire de Paris. 
Fascinated with Spain and the Orient, Ravel also drew inspiration 
from the worlds of fantasy and childhood to pen such works as 
Gaspard de la nuit, L’Enfant et les sortilèges and Ma mère l’Oye. 
During the OSM concert, you will hear excerpts from all three of 
these works. 

Considered to be one of the most difficult piano pieces to play, 
Gaspard de la nuit, based on three poems by Aloysius Bertrand, was 
written in 1908 and depicts fairy-tale creatures like nymphs and 
gnomes. It was orchestrated by Marius Constant in 1990.

In the opera L’Enfant et les sortilèges, written from 1919 to 1925 and 
based on a libretto by the novelist Colette, inanimate objects come 
to life and animals talk to a bad-tempered young boy who has just 
received a scolding from his mother. The aria “Arrière! Je réchauffe  
les bons” is sung by a coloratura soprano, who portrays the character 
of Fire appalled by the child’s horrible behaviour. In the OSM’s 
concert, you will hear this melody sung by the Queen of Hearts to 
express her outrage with Alice.

“Le Jardin féerique,” from Ravel’s Ma mère l’Oye, concludes the 
concert. Written in 1911, this work draws on Contes de ma mère l’Oye,  
a collection of stories by Charles Perrault, published in 1697.  
The original version, scored for four hands, was first performed by 
two children aged six and ten years old. 

Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) 
Russia

While enrolled in law school, Igor Stravinsky simultaneously took 
music lessons. He would eventually dedicate himself to composition 
as a student under Rimsky-Korsakov. His body of work is extremely 
diverse and he is considered to be one of the most influential 
composers of the 20th century.

In the 1910s, Stravinsky frequently collaborated with the Ballets 
russes, directed by Sergei Diaghilev. This partnership produced major 
ballet works such as The Firebird (1910), Petrouchka (1911) and The 
Rite of Spring (1913). Based on a Russian legend, The Firebird tells 
the story of a bird with majestic gold-coloured fiery plumage that 
Prince Ivan Tsarevich tries capture and in doing so, strays into a 
magical kingdom. The lullaby that Alice hears when she meets the 
Caterpillar is part of the orchestral suite written by Stravinsky in 
1919, which contains some of the movements from the original ballet.

What is a soprano coloratura?  
In classical music, voice types are classified 
according to their range (low voice, medium voice  
or high voice). Men’s voices are known as bass, 
baritone and tenor, and women’s voices, alto, 
mezzo-soprano and soprano. A soprano is a woman 
with a high voice; a soprano “coloratura” is a singer 
with a remarkably agile voice, who is able to reach 
especially high notes.

What is the connexion  
between ballet  
and symphonic music? 
Developed mainly during the 17th century under the 
reign of Louis XIV with the composer Jean-Baptiste 
Lully, ballet slowly evolved as a musical genre 
unto itself. In the 19th century, composers such as 
Tchaikovsky (Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Nutcracker) 
wrote dance scores for large orchestras, which are 
today considered masterpieces. Many of them are, in 
fact, often performed in concert without dancers or 
sets. These versions are known as “ballet suites.”

Among those that will be presented at this concert will 
be three ballet pieces: The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky, 
Parade by Érik Satie and The Prince of the Pagodas by 
Benjamin Britten.
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Érik Satie (1866-1925) 
France

Known as one of the most eccentric composers in the history of 
music, Érik Satie also had a keen sense of humour. With such oddball 
titles as Gymnopédies, Trois morceaux en forme de poire (Three 
pieces in the shape of a pear) or Quatre préludes flasques (pour un 
chien) (Four flabby preludes (for a dog)), his works are decidedly 
original and impossible to slot into any specific musical movement.

Gnossienne no. 3, orchestrated by composer Francis Poulenc in 1939, 
was originally written for piano between 1890 and 1897. Its title is 
a term invented by Satie to underscore the novelty and innovative 
character of his composition. 

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 
England

Benjamin Britten was a conductor, violist and pianist who was also 
considered to be one of the greatest English composers, rivalled 
only by Henry Purcell. Strongly influenced by British folk music, 
Britten mostly wrote vocal music, of which his most famous work is 
undoubtedly the opera Peter Grimes (1945).

The music for the ballet The Prince of the Pagodas was penned in 
1956. It illustrates the influence of Balinese gamelan (the traditional 
ensemble music of Bali in Indonesia, made up predominantly of 
percussive instruments) on Britten’s work. 

Bartók and Ligeti :  
Romanian dances

Some 20th-century composers drew their inspiration from  
the traditional music of their country. Among them are Béla Bartók 
(1881-1945, Hungary) and György Ligeti (1923-2006, Romania), 
each of whom, in their own fashion, integrated elements of Eastern 
European folklore into their works. Bartók’s Romanian Folk Dances 
(1917) and Ligeti’s Romanian Concerto (1951) both showcase 
traditional Romanian dances. Based on popular tunes with their 
driving rhythms and ornate melodies, the two works evoke both 
nostalgia and a passion for this country’s rural cultural traditions.

Parade: a scandalous ballet!
Satie surrounded himself with great talent to create  
the ballet Parade—Jean Cocteau for the scenario, Pablo 
Picasso for the set and costume designs and Leonide 
Massine for the choreography. The work, which debuted 
in Paris on May 18, 1917, had been commissioned by the 
creative genius Sergei Diaghilev, impresario and director of 
the Ballet russes, who was responsible for the production 
of many ballets today considered masterpieces. The story 
is set in a fairground where circus performers are trying  
to attract an audience to come into the big top to watch 
their show.

It caused a scandal at its premiere, the audience and critics 
declaring the music “unacceptable noise.” In fact, the score 
incorporated several “noise-making” instruments such  
as a “bottlephone” (an assortment of water-tuned bottles),  
a siren, a lottery wheel, tap dancing, a typewriter and a pistol. 

Get up and move!

Listen to Stravinsky’s “Lullaby” from The Firebird and imagine  
how a caterpillar might move to this music. Now create a dance  
with your friends.

What am I hearing?

As you listen to one of the works you’ll hear during the 
concert, find 10 words to describe what you are hearing. 
They could relate to the instruments, the sounds,  
the rhythm, any emotions you may be feeling…  
Compare them with words chosen by your classmates.

In-class activities

Today’s composers

We often think of classical music composers, with their wigs  
and old-fashioned clothes, as belonging to the past, but there are 
many alive today in 2016! When we refer to them, we use the term 
contemporary composers, meaning those that belong to our time. 
These musicians write both serious works to be played in concert as 
well as music for movies and television. At the OSM’s concert, you 
will hear three works by living composers: Jean-Pascal Beintus, born 
in France in 1966, John Adams, born in the United States in 1947,  
and Jean Lesage, born in 1957… in Montreal! 

True or false

A Charles Dodgson is Lewis Carroll’s real name.

 true          false

B Alice in Wonderland was written for a young girl  
 named Alice Liddell.

 true          false

C Maurice Ravel is a Spanish composer.

 true          false

D Parade is a painting by Pablo Picasso.

 true          false

Mix ‘n’ match

Match the name of the composer to his work. 

A Érik Satie 

B Maurice Ravel 

C Igor Stravinsky 

D Benjamin Britten 

E Béla Bartók    
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To listen to the featured works, consult the online 
resources on our website at education.osm.ca,  
under the section “Educational activities – 
Elementary schools.”

How did Alice feel  

during her adventure? 

You can consult Alice’s secret diary, in which she recounts  
her journey through Wonderland at education.osm.ca/en/
educational-activities/elementary-school/

1 The Firebird

2 Romanian Folk Dances

3 Parade 

4 L’Enfant et  
 les sortilèges 

5 The Prince of  
 the Pagodas



Movie

Alice in Wonderland, Disney, 1951.

To know moreInvent a zany story!  

Write a nonsense story that includes the following items or characters:

A rabbit

A cookie that makes you shrink

Plants and trees

A key

Now draw illustrations for your story.
Answers to games

Books

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland and Through 
the Looking-Glass by Lewis Carroll, Macmillan 
Children’s Books, 2015. Original illustrations by  
John Tenniel. These recent editions are packed with 
fun bonus material, including a quiz, wordsearch 
and a glossary.   

When Stravinsky met Nijinsky: Two Artists, Their 
Ballet, and One Extraordinary Riot, Lauren Stringer, 
HMH Books for Young Readers, 2013.

Strange Mr. Satie: Composer of the Absurd, 
M.T. Anderson, Candlewick Press, 2016.

Book and CD

A Child’s Introduction to Ballet: The Stories,  
Music, and Magic of Classical Dance, Laura Lee, 
Black Dog & Leventhal Publishers, 2007. True or false

a) True
b) True
c) False
d) False

Mix ‘n’ match
a) 3
b) 4
c) 1
d) 5
e) 2
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