
I look like a small upright piano. I belong to the percussion 

family. I sound like little bells. 

1. 

I am a Latin dance. I come from Cuba originally, but I am also 

common in Mexico. I inspired composer Arturo Márquez to 

write a piece that has become known as “the second national 

anthem of Mexico.”

2. 

A. Who am I? B. Teach me how to play! 
Can you match these percussion instruments  

with the way they are played?

ANSWERS     A. 1) celesta  2) danzón   B. Hitting :Vibraphone, Timpani, Claves  ; Shaking :Maracas   C.  Timpani

CLASSROOM 
ACTIVITIES

C. Which one is not like 
the others?

Which of these percussion instruments  
is not an idiophone?

MARACAS

VIBRAPHONE

TIMPANI

CLAVES

HITTING SHAKING

Percussion makes people want to move!
In groups, invent your own choreography to Leonard 
Bernstein’s “Mambo.” Each team member could  
represent an instrument, or you could let your  
imagination run wild! And, while you’re at it, why not 
use the percussion instruments you made in class? 
Don’t forget to shout “Mambo!”

DANCE ACTIVITY

together, 
BEAT!

ON THE



Learn more  
about percussion 
BOOKS
•   Les instruments de musique du monde  

expliqués aux enfants  
by Sylvie Bednar and Lise Herzog  
(De La Martinière Jeunesse, 2011).

•   Percussion pop-up  
by Claire Zucchelli-Romer (Milan, 2016).

•   Initiation à la magie des percussions :  
352 exercices et jeux de rythme,  
(Souffle d’or, 2013).

CD
•  Discover world percussion with Arc Music  

(Arc Music, EUCD2619, 2015).

BOOK WITH CD OR DVD
•   Les Percussions, by Leigh Sauerwein 

(Gallimard Jeunesse, 2008)
•   Percussions corporelles : jeux rythmiques  

corporels avec voix,  
by Stéphane Grosjean (Lugdivine, 2011).

Draw with your ears!
Listen to Arturo Márquez’s Danzón no. 2. What  
percussion instruments do you hear? What do you think 
of when you hear them? Is the rhythm always slow, or 
always fast? 

Draw a picture of what you imagine when you listen to this piece.

LISTENING ACTIVITIES

Maracas 

You will need:
• an empty water bottle  
• rice/dry legumes/pasta

Take the water bottle and fill it with the rice, the dry 
legumes (such as lentils), or the pasta, and give it a 
shake. Your maracas are ready to play! 

Rice drum

You will need:
•  an empty tin can (make sure the edges are not sharp), 
• rice/dry legumes 
• a birthday balloon
• a rubber band 

Pour the rice or the legumes into the can.

Cut off the bottom of the balloon, then cover the opening of 
the tin can with the rest of the balloon. It should be stretched 
tight and smooth. To make sure it stays on the can, add a  
rubber band. Now you can play your drum with a mini drumstick 
(an unsharpened pencil, a small glue stick, and so on)!

You can build your own percussion instruments!

MAKE YOUR OWN


